TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS'   SCHOOL

Within the last few years a great stimulus has been
given to what is sometimes called "the art worik" of
young children, through the provision of better tools
and materials, e.g. by the substitution of large sheets of
inexpensive paper for the small pieces of brown paper of
an earlier day, and by the use of charcoal, tempera
paint and large brushes in place of the pencil or
crayons.

Now, the provision of more suitable material has had
the undoubted result of making children's drawings
bolder and more spectacular in effect, and to an adult,
perhaps, more pleasing to the eye, but we need to be-
ware of forming an exaggerated estimate of the child's
productions, lest we tend to exalt this particular form of
activity to a position that is out of proportion to other
equally valuable modes of self-expression, such as con-
structive activity and dramatic play.

For a sane view of the child's tendency to draw and